An American Bittern Pauses While f:eecling

A stcaa/ﬂ Cacoloﬁonﬂ of love-sick, C/'oak/ng ﬁ“ogs Hlls the warm, a//y air. [ he
marshes and swamps in Maine’s northern forest are considered unwelcom-
ing; a /o/acc rarc[g ventured 5ﬂ marn. 777656 wetlands are my second /70/776,
for here [ am comfortable and secure. Tﬁcy calm me. T/?éﬂ are my freedom. |
am safe in this 5u/o/oosea/ /}7/705/9/1‘317/6 world:- a ID/aCC where | am not dis-
tracted Zy /oo/iticg and economics. [t is in these a/am/o terrains where much of
the life in the northern forest secks sustenance and home. I/I///tﬁout these
/orofusc/ﬂ scattered small bodies of water there would be no northern forest.

7_/76 frogs silence /ong enougﬁ to allow a wood thrush to solo its Hute-like
song. An eastern ,é/}?glé/rc/ sits on a dead tree trunk, [/ﬂ/’ng rcpcatca’/ﬂ into
the Ponaf on(g to return to its loerc/7 to continue its bath with meticulous
/Drccn/ng of its delicate feathers with its bill 7 he uniquc mating call of the
secretive bittern emanates /oud{g from the far corners of the loona/. Latcr, a
bittern Hies over the /oonaf maﬂéc to make a love match. Pitterns are familiar
1 mangy of the wetlands; rr/ﬂ/ng in aerial Agﬁwaﬂs in the car/ﬂ summer to and
From the waterways to gat/n’:‘r food for Aungfg babjes.
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